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INTRODUCTION According to Philip Zimbardo (1985, p. 275l
of control orientation is a belief about whether|
outcomes of our actions are contingent on what w
(internal control orientation) or on events outsides
personal control (external control orientation).

According to Graham and Folkes, (1990)#
Pittman (1993) attribution is the process throughw
we seek to identify the causes of others, behaviour#
on some occasions, the causes behind our behaviout®
and so gain knowledge of this stable traits and disposi®®

Seligman (1991) made further conm"butipl,_ﬁfP,'
Attribution Theory and explained optimism * L
framework. He also prepared instruments 0 M
optimism and depressions and related variab

Locus of Control is considered to be an important
aspect of personality. The concept was developed
originally by Julian Rotter in the 1960’s. It measures
generalized expectancies for intemal versus extemnal control
of reinforcement. People with an intermnal locus of control
believe that their own actions determine the rewards that
they obtain, while those with an external locus of control
believe that their own behavior doesn’t matter much and
that rewards in life are generally outside of their control.,

Attribution theory is concemed with how individuals
interpret events and how this relates to their thinkin gand
behavior. Heider (1958) was the first to propose a
psychological theory of attribution, but Weiner and
colleagues (e.g., Jones et al, 1 972; Weiner, 1974, 1 986)
dexfcloped a theoretical framework that has become a
major research paradigm of social psychology. Attribution
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(addition, SOME psychological and educational
entions have been found to produce long-term shifis
4 internal locus of control (e.g., outdoor education
ord 15 Hans, 2000; Hattie, Marsh, Neil| & Richards,

)

'he present paper focuses on the level of Locus of

e
[l"‘"

-nirol, as measured by the attributes (Dimensions) of

scher trainees such as gender, location, level of
jucation, medium of instruction and subjects of study.

(ETHODOLOGY

The data was collected from 263 teacher trainees
fale-163 and Female -100) doing bachelor degree in
lucation in five education colleges in Chennai, Tamil
adu, India. Asufa Inventory—Students (ASUFA-S),
ntaining 32 items, developed by Prof. Udai Pareek,
‘ata McGraw-Hill, New Delhi, 1996) a well known
RD Consultant and adapted by Surabhi Purohit was
sed for studying the attributes of Locus of Control (Self
rectedness, Group directedness, Compliance, Fatalism,
ptimism, Pessimism, Self-Confidence, and Hope) of
;acher trainees with respect to the dimensions : Male/
‘#male, Rural / Urban, Graduate / Post-graduate, Science
‘Ansand Tamil / English medium.

The collected data was tabulated and statistically
analyzed using Mean, Standard Deviation, *Z” Test and
Analysis of Variance (ANOVA).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In general both male and female teacher trainees
irehaving higher Self-directedness (personal internal
wntrol) and Hope, i.¢., the quotient value is greater than
50, they would exercise his / her own choice (personal
tsponsibility) in most situations, whereas the reverse is
Mvious in the case of Group-directedness (collective
niemal control) and Fatalism (non personal control) for

 Which the quotient value is less than 50 (Table | & Fig.1).

Compared to male, the female teacher trainees have
1gh‘ffks'-‘-’ij'-\canf dencewhereas the males have higher
- "mpliance (personal control) than female teacher

Vinees (Table 2 &, Fig.2).

But with respect to the other
dimensions viz., Sell’-directcdness,

Group-directedness, Fatalism, Optimls Pss:mrsm and

Hope there is no remarkable difference between male and
female teacher trainees.

There is no appreciable difference in various
dimensions of Locus of Control between Rural and Urban,
Post-graduate and Graduate, English and Tamil medium,
and Arts and Science teacher trainees indicating that the
Locus of Control is not influenced by location, level of
education, medium of instruction and also by the subject
of their study (Table 3). But, the level of some attributes,
viz. Self-directedness, Optimism and Hope, is higher in
Science group trainees than Arts group trainees. [t implies
that Science group teacher trainees are taking more
personal responsibility and if they face any failure they are
optimistic and hope that more effort can bring
improvement.

TABLE 1
MEAN, STANDARD
DEVIATION (SD), MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM
VALUE OF THE QUOTIENT OF VARIOUS
DIMENSIONS (ATTRIBUTES) OF LOCUS OF
CONTROL OF TEACHER TRAINEES

Dimensions Quotients

(Attributes) Mean | SD | Min | Max
Self-directedness 54.01 | 7.86 | 3542 | 79.17
Group-directedness | 47.28 | 8.27 | 14.58 75.00
Compliance 51.28 | 741 | 31.25 | 7292
Fatalism 47.44 | 6.68 | 31.25 | 70.83
Optimism 51.13 | 9.04 | 25.00 | 81.25
Pessimism 52.44 | 5.79 | 31.25 | 70.31
Self confidence 5097 | 5.95 | 37.50 | 71.88
Hope 53.56 | 6.84 | 29.69 | 75.00
Source; Primary source of 263 teacher trainees
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TABLE 2

MEAN, STANDARD DEVIATION (SD), MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM
VALUE OF THE QUOTIENTS OF VARIOUS DIMENSIONS OF LOCUS CF CONTROL OF
MALE AND FEMALE TEACHER TRAINEES

; _ Male (163) Female (100) RER
Dimensions I
Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max EEEE_
Self-directedness 53.32 | 7.93 | 3542 | 79.17 | 55.13 | 7.65 | 37.50 | 77.08 | 270
Group-directedness 46.79 | 8.49 14,58 | 68.75 | 48.08 7.87 25.00 | 75.00 [ 2.10
Compliance Be 09| 179 [181.250f 72.92)) 49.88 |7 6.54 | 33.33 | 6675 [NEHE
Fatalism 41.15 | 7.25 | 3125 | 70.83 | 46.04 | 562 | 33.33 | 6042 | 09
. - : __—-—-/
Optimism 5138 | 9.09 | 25.00 | 71.88 | 50.72 | 8.98 | 2500 | 81.25 | 0¥
Pessimism 51 T 240
’ 99 | 606 | 3594 | 7031 | 5316 | 526 | a1.25 | 68.75 | 2%
Self confidence 5 ' . —Ta
009 | 633 | 37.50 | 71.88 | 52.41 | 4.97 | 4063 | 68.75 | &
Hope ; : .
p 5337 | 7.09 | 29.60 | 70.31 53
— — .86 | 6.43 | 39.06
> value of 'F' at 5% level of significance is 3.84
| Research and l_l‘éﬂectiims on Education Vol.0
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F1G. 2: GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION SHOWING THE MEAN

QUOTIENT VALUE OF VARIOUS DIMENSIONS OF LLOCUS OF ¥
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TABLE 3

MEAN, STANDARD DEVIATION (SD) OF VARIOUS DIMENSIONS OF LOCUS OF CONTROL
OF TEACHER TRAINEES WITH RESPECT TO ARTS / SCIENCE, POST GRADUATE /
GRADUATE, RURAL /URBAN AND ENGLISH / TAMIL MEDIUM

Ars (102) Science (161) PG (164) UG (99) Rural (169) Urban (94) English (174) Tamil (39)
Mean | SD | Mean | SD | Mean | SD | Mean | .SD | Mcan | SD | Mean | SD | Mean | SD | Mean | SD

Attributes

Séidirectedness] 51.57 | 6.56 | 55.55 | 8.23 | 53.65 | 7.84 | 5461 | 7.89 54,08 | 8.11 | 53.88 | 743 | 5417 | 178 | 337 8.05
|

Group-
directedness
Compliance 51.08 | 736 | 514 | 746 “516 | 725 | 5074 | 7.67| s11 | 7.52| 516 | 723 ) 5122 | 7.11 | 51.38 | 8.01

Fatalism 4869 | 638 | 46.65 | 6.76 | 47.38 | 6.46 | 47.54 7.06 | 4793 | 682 | 46.56 | 6.37 | 47.05 | 641 | 482 | 716
Optimism 4942 | 877 | 5221 | 9.06 | 51.35 | 8.95 5076 | 92 | 5092|911 | 515 | 8.94| 5124 | 843 | 5091 | 1018

Pessimism | 5187 | 621 | 528 | 549 [ s2.52 | 588 | 523 | 5.66 | 5248 621] 5236 | 496 ] 3272 536 | 5188 | 6.54

4865 | 822 | 4642 | 821 | 4738 | 851 [ 47.12 |79 | 4689 | 871 | 47.98 | 74 | 47.56 | 782 | 4675 | 9.

Setconidence | s0:171 567 | 's1.48 | ‘600 | 5077 | 58 | 5129|621 | 5073 | 636 | 514 | &S} 3129 | 361 } 30N 6.6

Hope 51.29 | 6.39 55 674 | 53.80 | 7.07 | 53.06 | 6.43 534 | 647| 53.84 | 747 | 539

Critical Ratio ‘13 0.148 0.218 L
> ;

Table value at 5% significance level 1s 2.00

CONCLUSION

- The study of Locus of Control helps the teacher
Viinees increase their self awareness level on various

‘Self-Confidence, and Hope and bring abm.xt a change in
their perceptions, behavior, and actions leading 10 SUCCESS

ributes, viz., Self directedness, Group directedness, in their life. . : ; )

’ R rantinued on page 1o
.Ompliancc, Fatalism, Optlmlsm; Pessimism, f Continued on [ )
- ' 9
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