i " The focus of this article is to raise a sense of awareness
tbout leaming diabilities (LD) among parents, teachers,
gacher educators, educational administrators, policymakers
_‘-"-"all other stake holders involved in the education of
idividuals with leaming disabilities. The number of children
liagnosed with LD 1s increasing globally, and India is no
xception. The Nalanda Institute Report has highlighted
1at in India during the last decade or so there has been an
ing awareness and identification of children with
study conducted in south India reports on the
icidence of dyscalculia which 1s said to be anywhere
ety tween 5.5 and 6% (Ramaa, & Gowramma, 2002).
ording to Krishnakumar (1999), ten percent of children
la have dyslexia. According to Bhooma Krishnan
)7), 10-14% of the national child population of 416
11in India has learning disabilities. She cautions that
y be a rough estimate as many are undetected and
reported. Tandon (2007) reports that the prevalence of
ming disabilities is the greatest among all disabilities in
Jia with 10 to 12 per cent of the school-aged population
ing leaming disabilities. Although some numbers have
en cited, it may not be possible to have a clear idea about
ence and prevalnce of LD in India. Epidemiological
of LD are fraught with difficulties ranging from the
definition of LD to the role of socio-cultural factors
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que to a country like India. ¢
Substantial research has been going on in the area of
diability in India and this has increased the
s of LD among the public. The growing
‘has prompted many parents to seek intervention
zldren s lcammg problems After intense
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ten math course and subsituting it with a lower level math
course. However, these provisions are not available to all
persons with learning disabilities in India. Notall persons
with learning disabilities get to be identified and helped
because of the non-availability of standardized psychological
and achievement tests in different languages.

Samveda Training and Research Center says “In a
society where scholastic achievements overshadow other
talents of a child, creating awareness and acceptance about
learning disabilities is a task of prime importance”.

What is learning disability?

One needs to be aware that not all persons who have
learning problems have learning disabilities. The child with
a learning disability is not a child who is mentally retarded;
instead the child with a learning disability is one who has
average or near-average or above-average intelligence and
yet struggles to perform academically. The child with a
learning disability is a smart child; however, there is a gap
between how smart the child is and what he/she is able to
achieve. There seems to be cognitive roadblocks set up by
the brain and these roadblocks prevent the child from
inputting, interpreting, organizing, reproducing and processing
information. Some of these so-called roadblocks that seem
to hinder learning are memory problems, attention problems,
hyperactivity problems and auditory/visual perceptual
problems. Consequently, a hallmark of learning disabilities
is that individuals who are learning-disabled learn and work
below their intellectual capabilities.

What are some of the characteristics associated
with learning disabilities?

According to Mercer (1997), there are 500,000
combinations of characteristics associated with learning
disabilities. Because of the heterogeneity of this disorder,
po two individuals with LD are alike. A few of the
characteristics that individuals with LD manifest are:

* Delay or difficulty in understanding or using spoken
language, difficulty in reading, handwriting, spelling
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 minutebutcamnot dothe mostbasi math problens?

® Limited vocabulary. | _
: w Difficulty with mathematical concepts including

rtain speech
r letter combinations.
uence of

s Difficulty producing ¢€
. pronouncing certain letters 0
‘ » Difficulty following an
Instructions. | :

» Problems stating thoughts in an organized way - this
is evident in their written work also.

s Confusing the order of letters in words or numbers

in math problems (some persons with LD see 35 as
53 and ‘was’ as ‘saw’).

» Difficulty with directional words such a
up, down, top, bottom, etc.

» Difficulty taking notes and listening to lectur

~ same time.

» Difficulty with processing of information.

» Difficulty socializing with peers; problems
understanding nonverbal communication like body
language, etc.

3 What are the signs and symptoms of a learning
~ Persons with learning disabilities are not lazy and they

are not dumb. They are individuals who are endowed with
intelligence but do not know how to use their intelligence.
onsequently, both parents and teachers are sometimes
amazed to find out that the persons that they thought of as
individuals who excelinmath and are notable tospell their
et e ndivkiRllE W tan speak 5 il -4
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is the individual’s inability to Process
the individual’s high intellectya] i !nfq%
How to help individuals with .
Research indicates that the biaig ear,“‘l_
are wired differently and henge lh:a My
differently. Traditional teaching Methoge e,
with them. If they can’t leam becallse dnrm
taught, they have to be taughtin g y, Ofth,
Teachers have to be willing to magc}, o iy
the learning style of the student, There :ar .
kinesthetic and tactile learners and teacr;
to the stronger modality of the Studens my
learning disabilities should be preSen"e / ..
information, and material should pe & }t'
sequential steps. Advance organizers Shozlan
before the beginning of each lesson by Wat”
student ready for what is going to be taug::
have short attention spans may like to hay, s
assignments to complete rather than haye one|
assignment. Some students with leamning giy
have difficulty taking notes in an organiz
such students, teachers may prepare guidedy
them distributed. Drill and multiple practiceg
density of instruction, repetition of content mag
to help. Some individuals with leaming disabl
those with processing diffculties, would liket
more time for the completion of tests ands
Whatever teaching strategies may be adopte
in school, what 1s important is to assess
each child’s needs and have the needs et
all teaching approach does not work withind
learning disabilities; each person is o difl
other that a variety of teaching strateglﬁ«
for all students to learn and succed in thec

- CONCLUSION o
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