RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PERFORMANCE IN SOFT SKILLS
AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AMONG HIGHER

SECONDARY STUDENTS

skill, self-motivation skill.

ABSTRACT

The main objective of the study is to find out the significant relationship between performance in
soft skills and academic achievement among higher secondary students. The survey method is adopted
in this study. The sample consists of 300 students studying in standards XI and XII, randomly selected
from 11 higher secondary schools in Tuticorin. PARS sofiskill scale developed by Annaraja and the
investigator (2008) has been used for collecting data. ‘t’test, ANOVA and Pearson product moment
correlation are used for analyzing the data. T he major finding is that there is a significant relationship
between academic achievement of the students and their soft-skills, oral communication skill, written
communication skill, collaboration skill, study skill, computer skill, time-management skill, leadership

INTRODUCTION

Relationship plays a vital role in human life and one
of the keys to successful relationship is development of
soft skills. A teacher / student who has interpersonal
problems and another who has difficulty in taking decision,
suffer from lack of soft skills. Hence, a continuous, renewal
of soft skills is essential for students and teachers. This
willmake their dealings effective and successful.

Soft skills is a sociological term which refers to the
cluster of personality trails, social graces, facility with
language, personal habits, friendliness and an optimism
that mark people to varying degrees.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Soft skills play a'vital role for professional success.
They help one to excel in the work place and their
importance cannot be denied in this age of information
and knowledge. Good soft skills which are in fact scarce
in the highly competitive corporate world will help us stand
out in a milieu of routine job seekers with mediocre skill
and talent.

Soft skills can enhance the career mobility of a
person and increase the chances of success in getting the
Job he/she wants. They are essential for a student to
develop so that he/she can cope with different situations
in the study/work place. Soft skills are essential for children

and adolescents to achieve success in academic and
professional fields.

Itis a widespread belief that teenage years are the
best years of an individual’s life. One can easily spot happy
groups of high school students energetically involved ina
sporting event, or a group of college students enjoying a
movie with their friends. This is only one side of the coin.
Life for many young people is a painful tug of war filled
with mixed messages and conflicting demands from
parents, teachers, lecturers, peers and friends. Growing
up negotiating a path between independence and reliance
on others is a tough business. It creates stress and at times
serious depression for adolescents who are unable to cope
with the pressure and solve their problems.

The teacher should be in a position to train our
students in a meticulous fashion and mould a new group
of youths to meet the challenges of the modem era. It will
certainly add a new dimension to their life.

To give students, the needed energy for a successful
life, long leamning and team work are very much essential
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and they become the basis for an active learning approach
to our educational system. The investigator promoted the
learning of soft skills, like teamwork, communication,
criticai thinking und, particularly, F1Tness skill. FITness
(Fluency with Information Technology) requires that
persons understand information technology broadly
enough to be able to apply it productively at work and in
their cveryday lives.

OBJECTIVES

To find out and analyse the level of performance in
softskill of higher secondary students with regard to Oral
communication skill, Written communication skill,
Collaboration skill, Study skill, Computer skill, Time
management skill, Leadership skill, Self motivation skill,
Risk taking skill and Inter-personal skill among the
following groups.

Boys and girls

Hostel and Day-scholar students

3. Tamnil medium and English medium students
4. Hindu, Christian and Muslim students

NULL HYPOTHESES

(%]

1. Thereisno significant difference between (i) boys
and girls (ii) hostel an day scholar (iit) Tamil and
English mediam students in their Soft skills - Oral
communication skill, Written communication skall,
Collaboration skill, Study skill, Computer skill,
Time management skill, Leadership skill, Self
motivation skill, Risk-taking skill and Inter
personal skill.

2. Thereis nosignificant difference among Hindu,
Christian, Muslim students in their soft skills.

3. There is no significant relationship between
Academic Achievement of the students and their
soft skills.

METHODOLOGY

The researcher has used the survey method for
obtaining the data.

SAMPLE
The sample consists of 300
students studying in standards X1 and

XTI randomly selected from 11 Higher Secondary
Schools in Tuticorin. The sample is selected using the
stratified random sampling technique. The various
stratification factors selected are sex, age, religion, caste,
class, subject, medium of instruction, type of management
of the school, locality of residence, parents education,
occupation of the parent and annual income of the parent.

TOOLS USED

PARS softskill scale developed by Annaraja and
the investigator. (2008) ,

SOURCE FORACADEMICACHIEVEMENT

The investigator collected the half-yearly
examination marks of the sample respondents from the
school records.

STATISTICS USED
The mean, standard deviation, t-test, chi-square test,

Pearson’s product moment correlation and ANOVA were
used for analyzing the data.

Table 1
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BOYS AND
GIRLS IN THEIR SOFT SKILLS
Boys Girls . Calcula| Re
Soft Skiils (N=171) (N=129) ted ‘t’ | mar
Mean |S.D. {Mean [S.D. value | k
Oral communication Skill 495 | 10.08 | 50.67 | 9.89 1.01 | NS
Written communication skill | 49.59 | 10.36 ] 5054 | 9.52 | 0.82 | NS
Collaboration skill 4848 | 10.62 | 52.01 | 876 315 | S
Study skill 4832 | 109 | 5223 | 819 | 355 | S
Computer skill 49.82 | 10.37 | 5024 | 9.52 | 037 | NS
Time-management skill 49.28 | 11.1 | 5095 | 827 149 | NS
Leadership skill 4845 | 9.7 | 5205|1007 312 | S
Self-motivation skill 4771 | 10.67 | 53.03 | 8.14 49
Risk-taking skill 4948 | 10.05] 50.69 | 9.93 1.04 | NS
Inter-personal skill 48.94 | 1051 514 | 9.14 | 2.16 | S

(At 5% level of significance, the table value of ‘t’ is 1.96)

It is inferred from the above table that there is
significant difference between boys and girls in their
Collaboration skill, Study skill, Leadership skill, Self-
motivation skill and Inter-personal skill.
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Table 2
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HOSTELLERS AND
DAY SCHOLARS IN THEIR SOFT SKILL

Itis inferred from the above table
that there is significant differencel
between Tamil medium and English

=0 kil Hﬁ“";’:;‘ 2 ?1{1 SCZ';‘;';"S Ca:ic.“t'f" Rema| medium students in their Oral Communication skill, Written
Soft ukills (Hr = e =B . S .
| Eme Mean | S.0. [Mean ] SD. | vale | communication skill, Study skill, Time-management skill,
Orul Leadership skill, Self-motivation skill, Risk-taking skill and
communication 54.76 | 9.08 [49.45| 9.97 3.05 S .
Kill Inter-personal skill.
Written Table 4
communication 51.9 | 10.77 |149.78 | 9.9 1.05 NS
i ‘F’VALUE AMONG HINDU, CHRISTIAN AND
t:::ubormion 47.08 | 11.01 |5034| 984 | 158 | ns MUSLIM STUDENTS IN THEIR SOFT SKILLS
SR
[Study skill 50.21 [ 11.91 [49.98[ 9.78 [ 0.1 | Ns Degree Calcula
Computer skill [ 51.35 [ 10.57 [49.84 9.94 | 0.76 | NS . sumof] sof | M™ | (ea Rema
Times Soft skills | Source freedo | S042T¢ | o
. |53.06 [ 12.96 |49.64| 9.57 | 1.43 | Ns squares| freedo | riance] T | K
management skill | - m value
leadership skill | 54.2 | 10.08 [49.52| 9.9 | 2.45 | S
T ot Oral
Sel(-motivation Between | 198.52 2 99.26
) 53.02| 9 |49.65|10.07| 1.95 | NS communicati—— 099 | Ns
Risk-taking skill | 51.33 | 9.94 |49.85|10.01| 0.78 | NS on Skill | Within | 29701 ] ,297 | 100
":flcl""ers""a' 53.71 | 8.24 |49.57|10.11| 258 | s Written | Between | 68341 2 | 34.17
£l — - communicati e 0.34 NS
(At 5% level of significance, the table value of ‘t’ is 1.96) onskil | Within | 29832 | 297 | 100.44
It is inferred from the above tablé that there is elabbe Between | 11422] 2 57.11
. . . ollaboration
significant difference between hostellers and day scholars il within | 20786 | 297 | 10029 | 57 | NS
in their Oral Communication skill, Leadership skill and
) Between | 240.61| 2 120.3
Inter-personal skill. Study skill _ 12 | NS
Table 3 Within | 29659 | 297 | 99.86
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TAMIL MEDIUM Computer | Between | 14.68 | 2 734 | 007 | ns
AND ENGLISH MEDIUM STUDENTS skill Within | 29885 | 297 | 100.62
IN THEIR SOFTSKILL.S Time- Between | 34.38 2 17.19
i e | wimin | 20866 | 207 | 10056 7 |
Soft skills Tamil (N=224) (N=176) . :ilac:::; Re]r(nar skilt 1thin R
Mean | SD. | Mean | S.D. Between | 274.24| 2 137.12
o Leadership . 1.37 NS
o commenicatontsy 17 loso  lassa 1005 | 348 | s skill Within | 29626 | 297 || 99.75
I Self- Between | 20.04 2 10.02
i motivation . 0.1 NS
witen 15087 991 | 4742 089 | 263 | s i | Within | 29880 | 297 | 100.61
communication skill 5K1
Between | 103.68| 2 | 51.84
Collaboration skill | 49.95 | 9.79 | 50.14 | 10.77| 0.4 | Ns Risk-taking -y 052 | NS
skill Within | 29796 | 297 | 100.32
Study skill 5071 | 999 | 479 | 98 | 216 | s
Computer skill_ 49.9 | 104 |s031| 877 | 034 | Ns Inter-personal] Between | 22.61 | 2 s | oar | ws
:\f'i’l‘le'"‘a"agemem s121 | 982 | 4643 | 972 | 369 | s skill
Leadership skill 5143 | 1012 | 458 | 8.36 4.8 S (For 2,197 degrees of freedom at 5% level of signiﬁcance,
Sclt-motivation skill| 51.2 | 9.5 | 46.46 | 1064 | 344 | s the table value of ‘F’ is 3.03)
Risk taking skill_ 4 50.86 | 9.92 14446} 985} 26 | S It is inferred from the above table that there is no
Inter-personal skill | 50.88 | 9.37 | 47.39 | 11.33 242 S Signiﬁcant difference among Hindu, Christian, Muslim

(At 5% level of significance the table value of ‘t is 1.96)

students in their soft skills.
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Table §

CORRELATION BETWEEN ACADEMIC

ACHIEVEMENT OF THE STUDENTS

AND SOFT SKILLS
Soft skilly fi:l:':!:'?:’, Remark

Oral communication Skill 0,204 S
Written communication skill 0.154 S
Collaboration skill 0.176 S
Stucly skill 0.197 S
Compiter skill (.08} NS
Time-manugement skilt 0.11 NS
Leadership skill 0.208

Self-motivation skill 0.194

Risk-taking skilt 0.102 NS
Inter-personul wkitl 0.09 NS

(At 5% level of significance, the table value of ‘r’is 0. | 13)

Itis inferred from the table that there is significant

relationship between academic achievement of the students
and their Oral communication skill, Written communication
skill, Collaboration skill, Study skill, Computer skill, Time-
management skill, Leadership skill and Self-motivation

skill.

FINDINGS

There is significant difference between boys and
girls in their Collaboration skill, Study skill,
Leadership skill, Self-motivation skill and Inter
personal skill. But there is no significant difference
between them in their Oral communication skill,
Written communication skill, Computer skill,
Time-management skill and Risk taking skill. That
18 girls have better Collaboration skill, Study skill,
Leadership skill, Self-motivation skill and Inter
personal skill than boys.

There is significant difference between hostellers
and day scholars in their Oral communication skill,
Leadership skill and Inter-personal skill. That is,
the hostellers are better than day scholars in Oral
communication skill, Leadership skill and Inter
personal skill

There is significant difference between Tamil
medium and English medium students in their Oral
communication skill, Written communication skill,

Study skill, Time management g L
skill, Leadership skill, Self Kf’!f_"" 1y h ,
motivation skill, Risk-taking anst
skill and Inter personal skill.

That is Tamil medium students are better than
English medium students in Oral communication
skill, Written skill, Study skill, Time-management
skill, Leadership skill, Self motivation skill, Risk
taking skill and Inter personal skill.

There is no significant difference among Hindu,
Christian and Muslim students in their soft skill.

There is significant relationship between academic
achievement of the students and their Ora]
communication skill, Written communication skill,
Collaboration skill, Study skill, Computer skill,
Time-management skill, Leadership skill and Self-
motivation skill.

RECOMMENDATIONS

i,

Teachers and students should be trained in soft
skills so as to build a cordial relationship among
the staffand students.

The students must be encouraged to participate
in the teaching- leaming process.

Self-booster programmes for both students and
staff could be conducted in schools.

Students mustbe given different types of projects
by forming small heterogeneous groups in the
class. i,

The head of the Institution can conduct meetings
with teachers and parents to analyse the
achievement of the students.

The teachers should develop the student’s
involvement by providing psychological
experiments, assignments, projects etc., to
improve the achievement in psychology.
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