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ABSTRACT

The Ml ohfeitive iof ihe siudy is (o find out the level of awareness of post graduate arts and science
college Mudenta tovwanids o [ ning. The survey method is adopted in this study. The sample consists of 300
arin aned nelonee ol sividents in Tirunelveli. E-learning awareness questionnaire developed and validated
e L Bowanihe Atoidona and I- Aarthi (2015) has been used to collect data. It was found out that post
Wil ey il scfence college students differ in their awareness of e-learning with respect to gender and
Wit iilyiect, wmd  there is no significant difference among them in their awareness of e-learning with
el (o computer facility at home.

INTRODUCTION

E-learning refers to the use of electronic media in
the learning process. In e-learning an individual receives
education through online or offline electronic media instead
of taking a whole course from a nearby institution.
The subject matter is delivered through the internet, intranet,
audio video tapes and CD- ROM. E-learning is ““ a term
covering a wide set of application and processes, such as
web based learning, computer based learning, virtual
classroom and digital collaboration. It includes the delivery
of content via internet, intranet, audio and video tapes,
satellite broadcasts, interactive TV, CD-ROM and more™
(Singh 2003). E-learning is a blended learning where the
traditional teaching is upgraded by using the visual aids.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Awareness of post graduate arts and science college
students of Tirunelveli district towards e-learning

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Education is a unique investment for the present
and future citizens for their well-being. It is the backbone
of a progressing nation. Today we live in a knowledge
era. Technological advancement has invaded the branches
of education. This has paved the way for a new electronic
literacy where the materials are made available in electronic
form. Teachers are preparing materials in electronic form
and students are also presenting assignments, papers and
projects in electronic form. All these developments in
education portray the transformation from an

industrialization to information based society. E-learning
refers to learning through electronic devices instead of a
hard copy like book and paper. Awareness is the state or
quality of being aware of something. The investigator’s
review of related literature has found that studies have
been done only on the awareness of e-learning in
agricultural research scholars, B.Ed., students and
university students and undergraduate students. So far no
one has conducted a study on post graduate arts and
science college students. This study will help to know
about the awareness level of postgraduate arts and science
college students of Tirunelveli district towards e-learning.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To find out the level of awareness of post graduate
arts and science college students towards e-learning.

o

To find out whether there exist any significant
difference in the awareness of post graduate arts and
science college students towards e-learning with
respect to gender, major subject and computer
facility athome
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HYPORUERIN OF THE STUDY

I The deval af awareness of post graduate arts and
huleie vollepe students towards e-learning is
imoderte in nature.

4. There isno significant difference between male and

lemale post graduate arts and  science college
students in their attitude towards e-learning.

3. There isno significant difference between arts and
science group post graduate arts and science college
studentsin their attitude towards e-learning.

4. Thereisno significant difference among post graduate
arts and science college students having computer
facility at home and those who are not having computer
facility at home based on their awareness towards
e-learning.

METHODOLOGY

The investigator used the survey method for
collecting data.

POPULATION

The population for the study was post graduate arts
and science college students of Tirunelveli district.

SAMPLE

The investigator selected 300 post graduate arts
and science college students for this study by using the
simple random sampling method from 10 arts and science
colleges in Tirunelveli district.

TOOL USED

The investigator used the following self-constructed
tool for the present study.

E-learning Awareness Questionnaire
STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES USED:

Mean, standard deviation , and “t’ test were used
to analyse the data.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS
Hypothesis 1

The level of awareness of post graduate arts and
science college students towards e-learning is moderate
in nature,

Table 1. Researc
SHOWING THE LEVEL OF Pa Lper
AWARENESS OFPOST

GRADUATE ARTS AND SCIENCE COLLEGE
STUDENTS TOWARDS E-LEARNING

Variable Low Moderate High
N| % |[N| % |[N| %
Awareness | 53 | 17.7 (203 | 67.7 | 44 | 14.7

From the above table, it is inferred that the
calculated moderate value (67.7) is higher than the other
two values. This implies that the level of awareness of
post graduate arts and science college students towards
e-learning is moderate in nature.

Hypothesis 2

There isno significant difference between male and
female post graduate arts and science college students in
their awareness towards e-learning.

Table 2

SHOWING THE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN MALE AND FEMALE POST
GRADUATE ARTS AND SCIENCE
COLLEGE STUDENTS IN THEIR
AWARENESS TOWARDS E-LEARNING

(73]
Variable | Category | N | Mean | S.D ¢ Remarks
value
Male 64 | 13.20 |4.247
Gender 23 4214 S
Female 6 10.70 | 4.103

From the above table, it is inferred that the
calculated ‘t’ value (4.214) is greater than the table value
(2.58) at 0.01 level. This implies that there is significant
difference between male and female post graduate arts
and science college students in their awareness towards
e-learning.

Hypothesis 3

There is no significant difference between arts and
science group post graduate arts and science college
students in their awareness towards e-learning,
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Whie
JONIFICANT DIFFERENCE
ANDACIENCE GROUPPOST
WAND BCIKENCE COLLEGE
PR INTHEIR AWARENESS
VARDS K-1LIEARNING

4
N | Mean | SD | Y | Remark
value
150 | 11.80 | 4.135
2.325 S
150 | 10.67 | 4.306

Fram the above table, it is inferred that the
Junlated" value (2.325) is greater than the table value
{1.96) a1 0.05 level. This implies that there is significant
tifference between arts and science college students in
thelr nwareness towards e-learning,

Hypothesis 4

There is no significant difference among post
graduate arts and science college students having computer
facility at home and those who are not having computer
facility at home in their awareness towards e-learning.

Table 4

SHOWING THE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE
AMONG POST GRADUATE ARTSAND
SCIENCE COLLEGE STUDENTS HAVING
COMPUTER FACILITY AT HOME AND
THOSE WHO ARE NOT HAVING COMPUTER
FACILITY AT HOME IN THEIR AWARENESS
TOWARDS E-LEARNING

(73]
Variable | Category | N | Mean | S.D va:ue Remark
Computer | yes | 195 | 11.30 | 4.221
facility at S 0.353 NS
home No 105 | 11.11 | 4.329

From the above table, it is inferred that the
calculated “t” value (0.353) is less than the table value
(1.96) at 0.05 level. This implies that there is no significant
diflcrence among post graduate arts and science college
sludents having computer facility at home and those who
are not having computer facility at home based on their
nwuareness towards e-learning.

CONCLUSION

The development of hew information technologies
in the 21% century is expanding the range of information

resources; it is also creating conditions Researc
for the formation of a global Paver
environment in the educational system. 24

Though the post graduate students are well informed, they
are not up to the level of competition in this globalised
world. This difference can be nullified if sufficient
awareness is brought to the students from the school level
itself. Thus the 21% century education system faces the
challenge of equipping students with new knowledge, skills
and values needed to be competitive ina global educational
environment. E-learning is the only method of learning,
where three distirict learning styles such as auditory
learning, visual learning and kinaesthetic learning are
incorporated. E-learning is suited to the individual’s
learning preference. Though the transition period is painful,
theultimate fruit will be surely in favour of both the teachers’
and students’ knowledge exploration.
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