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ABSTRACT

MOTHER TONGUE AS THE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION:

TOWARDS EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF NEP 2020
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The paper focused on the challenges of primary school teachers in practical implementation of teaching

in mother tongue as envisaged in New National Education Policy 2020. The paper focused on reading and

writing skills, as well as academic content, to be taught in mother tongue which is learners’ first language.

The second or foreign language should be taught in a systematic manner so that the learners can gradually

transfer their skills to the new one. The investigation was conducted using a survey method. The research

was carried out in three blocks viz. Samba, Vijaypur and Purmandal. The participants were 40 teachers from

primary schools who were chosen at random from three blocks. Data was collected from teachers using a

questionnaire and was analyzed using qualitative methods. The suggestions by the teachers for the

implementation of teaching in mother tongue were discussed in this study.
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to develop their personalities and potentials to their full

development which substantially reduce  frustration,

repetition, failure and dropout.

The first twelve years of a child's life are the most

crucial years of his or her life. It is during this period that

they develop their personal attitudes and abilities. “It is

critical that children are provided with the necessary care

and guidance during their early years to ensure their well-

being.”(NEP, 2020)

Background of the Study

Since 1953, the United Nations Educational,

Scientific, and Cultural Organization has advocated for

“every effort should be made to provide education in the

mother tongue”. In a report published half a century later,

Carole Benson, a researcher at Stockholm University's

Centre for Research on Bilingualism, explained, "Mother

tongue-based bilingual schooling is rarely questioned on the

basis of its pedagogical reasoning."

Introduction

India, as the world's largest multilingual federation, is

facing a lot of debates on language in education. The Union

government's new education policy has reignited one of the

most debated issues in the country: Should Indian students

be taught in whichever language they learn? The New

Education Policy recommends that  “wherever possible,

the medium of instruction until at least Grade 5, but preferably

till Grade 8 and beyond, will be the home language/mother-

tongue/local language/regional language” and the media has

vehemently attacked this idea.

Due to the importance of language in modern society,

it is not surprising that debate about the use of language

elicits passionate reactions. But, despite the controversy,

there is a scientific consensus that teaching kids in their own

language is the most effective method of learning. Out of

the three domains of Bloom’s Taxonomy of educational

objectives, the affective domain is strengthened by the use

of parent tongue instruction. This method increases levels

of motivation and creativity. Unlike passive and dead walls

of schools, where children are forced to sit like a ghost in

passive mode or mechanically keep on repeating and cram,

mother tongue interactions in the classrooms allow children



Research
Paper

Research and Reflections on Education ISSN 0974 - 648X (P)      Vol. 21    No. 3     July - Sep 2023 46

There is a negative influence

on test scores when home and

school languages are different. The

percentage of students who attained an international

minimum learning standard in reading during an assessment

is referred to as the score. (Global Education Monitoring

Report, 2016).

Schooling that begins with the mother tongue is so

effective that it even aids in the acquisition of a second

language. According to Jim Cummins, a professor at the

University of Ontario in Canada, when children study a

second language later in life, they can use the abilities they

learned when they were younger and were taught in their

mother tongue.

Research Questions

The following research questions are framed with

regard to use of mother tongue in early years of life of a

child:

1. What is to be done?

2. How it is to be done?

3. What levels it will be done?

4. What resources will be required?

5. How it is monitored and reviewed?

Methodology

The purpose of this study was to see the challenges

faced by the primary teachers in using  mother tongue as a

language of instruction in primary schools in three blocks of

Samba district of J&K as proposed by National Education

Policy 2020. The research was carried out in three blocks

viz. Samba, Vijaypur and Purmandal. The participants were

40 teachers from primary schools who were chosen at

random from three blocks. The investigation was conducted

using a survey method. Data was collected from teachers

using a questionnaire and was analyzed using qualitative

methods.

“To be taught in a language different than one's own

has a negative effect on learning,” UNESCO stated in its

Global Education Monitoring Report in 2016. The research

supports that 40 percent of the global population usually

study in the language they do not understand in the formative

years of education. (Kevin&Benson, 2019)UNESCO also

recommends “At least six years of mother tongue education

should be provided in ethnically diverse communities to

ensure those speaking a different language from the medium

of instruction do not fall behind.”

Rationale for the study

Using the child's native language in the early years of

school promotes attendance, academic results, and the

ability to learn new languages. It also enhances classroom

participation, lowers dropout rates, and eliminates grade

repetition, according to studies from throughout the world.

Prof. Krishna Kumar, the former Director, NCERT

observes that this has been a widely explored area for

decades. “It's such a self-evident statement that it can't be

contested. The ideal place to start a child's education is

with his or her mother tongue” he commented.

In the 1970s, a swing of empirical research began to

emerge that scientifically supported what the current NEP

2020 has proposed: The multilingual education with mother

tongue being the medium of instruction in early educational

stages followed by introducing English as the child grows

older.

AliuFafunwa (1970),  aneducator from Nigeria,

initiated a project in which experimental groups of pupils

were taught in their native language (Yoruba) during their

early years of schooling. Nigeria is a bilingual country with

a similar history of British colonialism as India, therefore

the dominance of English in the educational system of Nigeria

is also prevalent. The findings of the study revealed that the

students who were taught in their native tongue performed

better than those who were taught in English medium in

early years.
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Training of 

Pre-service 

teachers

Implement

ation in 

schools

(i)Reframing text books 

with local flavour

(ii)Culturally relevant 

instructional material

Feedback 

Institutional mechanism has to be developed in terms
of establishment of advisory bodies to specific local and
regional needs, resources and nature of inputs to be offered
under domain and active engagement of the existing
institution mechanism, CRC, BRCs, DIETs, SCERTs, and
NCERT in to the process of stream-line teachers education.
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