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Gender discrimination is a burning issue in our society. Only teachers who have gender equality can

banish this discrimination through education in our society. Therefore, this study aimed to find out the level

of gender equality among secondary school teachers. Through a standardized test, data were collected from

randomly selected 80 teachers. The obtained data were analyzed with the help of descriptive and inferential

statistics using SPSS. The study found that the teachers of the district had extremely high levels of gender

equality. Arts and urban teachers had more gender equality than Science and rural teachers respectively.

Gender equality does not differ significantly between male and female teachers.
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Introduction

There is a beautiful line in the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights as proclaimed and adopted by the United

Nations General Assembly in 1948 which said, “All human

beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights”. But

we see in our society a lot of discrimination on account of

caste, creed, sex, and economic status.

Gender is not as same as sex, which is exclusively a

biological difference between men and women. Gender is

a social and cultural construct. It refers to roles, attributes,

and values assigned to boys and girls by the culture and

society (Obiunu, 2013). Thus, the concept of gender varies

across cultures and societies and it also changes over time.

Gender equality means treating people with equality or

treatment equivalence in terms of rights and benefits

regardless of whatever sex they belong to. Being men or

women should not hinder them from getting opportunities

to realize their full potential, human rights, and dignity and

contribute to the progress of a nation (UNICEF, 2017).

Rationale for the study

Education aims to build a society based on gender

equality which does not mean that women and men have to

become the same, but that their rights, responsibilities, and

opportunities will not depend on whether they were born

male or female (UNESCO, 2000). Teachers can play a

major role by moulding the attitudes and behaviour of their

students for a better society. For this, they first need to

have gender equality. If only they are sensitive or respectful

to gender, they will be able to inculcate these values in the

children. This study, thus, seeks to find out to what extent

teachers have gender equality.

Objectives

1. To find out the level of gender equality among

secondary school teachers.

2. To find out whether gender itself plays any role in

gender equality among secondary school teachers.

3. To find out whether streams of discipline (Arts and

Science) play any role in gender equality among

secondary school teachers.

4. To find out whether locality (urban & rural) plays any

role in gender equality among secondary school

teachers.

Hypotheses

1. There is no significant difference between male and

female secondary school teachers with regard to

gender equality.

2. There is no significant difference between Arts and

Science secondary school teachers with regard to

gender equality.

3. There is no significant difference between rural and

urban secondary school teachers with regard to gender

equality.
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Methodology

Descriptive survey-type research was used by the

researcher to solve the research problem and give a vivid

description of the study on the status of gender equality

secondary school teachers in the Bankura district of West

Bengal. The population of the study consists of all the

secondary school teachers of the Bankura district of West

Bengal. Through multi-stage random sampling, the

researcher has selected the Bishnupur sub-division out of

three sub-divisions. From the Bishnupur sub-division, three

Blocks namely Bishnupur, Kotulpur, and Joypur have been

taken into account. The sample of the study comprised of

80 school teachers taken from 6 schools of various

Panchayats and Municipalities from the above-mentioned

areas.

Analysis of Data

The level of gender equality among the secondary

school teachers

Table 1

Level of gender equality

N x Mean

80 8324 104.25



From the above table, it could be found out that there

were 80 teachers and the sum of the scores of the teachers

on the scale was 8324. Consequently, the Mean was

104.25. Comparing the obtained score of 104.25 to the

norms for interpretation table from the manual of the scale,

it could be found that it falls on the A grade which denotes

an extremely high level of the attribute. Therefore, it could

be said that the level of gender equality among the teachers

was extremely high.

Hypothesis 1 : There is no significant difference

between male and female secondary school teachers with

regard to gender equality.

Table  2

Difference in gender equality between male and

female secondary school teachers

Gender N Mean S.D.
Calculated 

‘t’ value

P- 

Value

Remark at 

5% level

Male 44 103.89 13.44

Female 36 104.25 10.45
0.133 0.895 NS

Since, the p-value (in the two-

tailed test) was 0.895 which was

higher than either 0.05 or 0.01, that the

null hypothesis was not rejected at both 0.05 and 0.01 levels

of confidence. Therefore, there was no significant difference

in gender equality among male and female teachers. So, it

could be concluded that gender does not play any significant

role in the level of gender equality of secondary

schoolteachers.

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant difference

between Arts and Science secondary school teachers with

regard to gender equality.

Table  3

Difference in gender equality between

Arts and Science teachers

Since the p-value (in two-tailed test) was 0.025

which was lower than 0.05, the null hypothesis was rejected

at 0.05 level of confidence. Therefore, there was a significant

difference in the level of gender equality between urban

and rural categories of secondary schoolteachers. So, it

could be concluded that streams of disciplines play a

significant role in gender equality among secondary

schoolteachers. Since the Mean of Arts teacher was higher

than that of the Science teachers, Arts teachers had a

significantly higher level of gender equality than Science

teachers.

Hypothesis 3: There is no significant difference

between rural and urban secondary school teachers with

regard to gender equality.

Table 4

Difference in gender equality between Rural and

Urban secondary school Teachers

Locality N Mean S.D.

Calcu   

lated ‘t’ 

value

P-      

Value

Remark    

at 5% 

level

Rural 50 101.92 13.72

Urban 30 107.60 7.75
2.07 0.042 S

Stream N Mean S.D.

Calcu    

lated ‘t’ 

value

P-     

Value

Remark at 

5% level

Arts 50 106.38 9.28

Science 30 100.17 15.14

2.28 0.025 S

Continued on Page 33
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secondary school teachers.

Since the Mean of urban teachers

was higher than that of the rural

teachers, urban teachers had significantly higher gender

equality than rural teachers.

Conclusion

It was concluded that the level of gender equality of

secondary school teachers was high. The study revealed

that there was no significant difference between male and

female secondary school teachers in their gender equality

where as there was a significant difference in terms of subject

and locality.
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Since the p-value (in a two-tailed test) was 0.042

which was lower than 0.05, the null hypothesis was rejected

at 0.05 level of confidence. Therefore, there was a significant

difference in the level of gender equality between the rural

and urban categories of teachers. So, it could be concluded

that locality played a significant role in gender equality among
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